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VISION
Inspired by southern Alberta’s agricultural heritage, Southbrook aims to take tradition in a “New Direction” by
blending natural scenery with contemporary home designs to create a welcoming community for today’s modern
family. Found in South Lethbridge, Southbrook will draw from timeless architectural styles such as prairie, cottage,
and craftsman, while giving them a contemporary revitalization. Large windows, modern materials, clean lines,
and innovative styling are strongly encouraged and a focus on landscaping will add visual interest and life to the
streetscape. Single family homes are the foundation of Southbrook but the community will also include a mix of
housing types to offer additional options to attract a variety of families and new home buyers.

OBJECTIVE
The architectural guidelines for Southbrook will establish the character of the community and ultimately maintain the
integrity of the Community Vision for years to come. The guidelines will serve as both inspiration and direction when
designing homes throughout the community with particular attention given to well executed exteriors. This document
intends to capture the spirit of the architectural guidelines and is not intended to be prescriptive in nature but is to
provide standards to enhance development and ensure the long-term protection of property values. As the housing
market and customer preferences evolve, the intent is for these architectural guidelines to adapt as well.
The Developer encourages builders to present new and innovative designs and concepts that may fit within the
character of the community and that illustrate desirable quality and the importance of affordability. Innovation
should be a collaborative process with the Developer, and implementation of radically new elevations, new materials,
and new designs would be at the discretion of the Developer acting reasonably. The Developer may alter, revise or
augment these guidelines in each or any individual phase of Southbrook as is deemed necessary and will provide
information on those details as the time of the new phase is released.

SOUTHBROOK DESIGN ELEMENTS
Homes in Southbrook must be designed and built with the following design elements in mind:

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES
Southbrook will use traditional and timeless architecture with a focus on prairie, craftsman, and contemporary
architecture styles as the basis for each home’s design. From these, a contemporary evolution from the traditional is
strongly encouraged through the use of clean lines, a rich colour palette, stone accents, low maintenance materials,
large windows, and simplified detailing.

Other styles may be considered and should be submitted to the Developer for pre-approval prior to submitting for a
building permit. Homes may utilize characteristics of more than one architectural style if used in a complementary
manner.
Styles that are generally considered as traditional such as Colonial, Victorian, and Tudor should be avoided. Whether
a style, or a particular house, is considered appropriate would be at the sole discretion of the Developer.
All homes will be required to have well detailed exterior designs that could include window trims, columns, battens,
brackets, beams, trellis, or gable end details that reflect the style of home.
Innovation is encouraged with respect to the use of accent materials, of colour and of design to act in unison to
achieve an architectural style. Designs should avoid the effect of a collection of individual elements.
Elements that are deemed too traditional (in isolation or in combination) are to be avoided. These include:
• Ornate detailing (such as window shutters, or intricate muntin bars)
• Shakes (real or artificial)

ROOF
Roof forms are a predominant feature of a home and are key element in defining an architectural style. Homes are
encouraged to use a variety of roof heights and other architectural features such as broken up ridgelines to enhance
street appeal.
Roof overhangs are to be a minimum of 1 foot unless the style warrants less.
Flat roofs or single sided angled roofs will be permitted as accents. The predominant roof form shall be typical pitched
styles.

Lower massed homes (e.g. bungalows or bilevels) should consider higher pitched roofs to increase their presence on
the streetscape.

WINDOWS
Window size, shape, and types are an opportunity to express the modern take on traditional architecture. Traditional
elements such as shutters and intricate grilles should be avoided.
High visibility elevations will require window trim. Window trim should be reflective of the architectural style of the
home – more modern elevations may not require window trim if it suits the home’s style.

MAIN ENTRY
The entrance design should represent the architectural style of the home and be properly proportioned to the overall
massing of the home.
Front porches are encouraged wherever suited to the style of the home.
The bases of all porches are to be finished in sold material and must not include lattice panels.
Front entry steps are to be a maximum of 5 risers per set and must feature solid risers finished to match the colour
scheme of the home. Where the grade calls for more than 5 risers, the run must be split or accommodated for inside
the home. Exceptions to these requirements may be granted in consideration of unique design, topography, and
lateral bracing concerns.

MASSING & SETBACKS
Architectural massing refers to the concept of arranging the volumes of a house in relation to each other and the
streetscape. To achieve the vision, the transition of massing between homes should be done gradually.
Abrupt changes in height, grade or setback should be avoided. Varying ceiling heights, roof pictures and other measures to change the height of a home could be considered to avoid abrupt changes in height relative to adjacent
homes.
To provide for a more interesting streetscape the front setbacks of all homes should provide for adequate variation
within the façade.
Homes with great massing should ideally be set back from the street.
Homes with singular tall facades pushed towards the street should be avoided.

SQUARE FOOTAGE
The following are the permitted square footage ranges separated by product type (excludes basement/lower level):
		
Single Family Homes
		
Front attached garage homes
			
• Bungalow / Bilevel* – minimum 1,200 ft2
			
• Two-storey – minimum 1,400 ft2
		
*For bilevels the upper floor must extend over the garage to aid in massing and transition with 2-storey homes.
		
Multiple Dwelling Homes
		
Rear garage / pad homes
			
• Townhomes – maximum 1,250 ft2
			
• Semi-detached – minimum 1,250 ft2

MINIMUM WIDTH
The City of Lethbridge Land Use Bylaw dictates the minimum side yard measurement. The remainder of a lot’s width is
known as the building pocket. It is strongly encouraged that the home utilizes the entire building pocket.

REPETITION
Similar homes are not permitted within 2 houses of each other on either side of the street. i.e. XOYX (X denotes
repetition). To be different, an alternate elevation must reflect significant change to exterior treatment such as roof
design, windows, styling and finish. A change of materials alone and/or reversing the plan is not sufficient.

GRADING & DRAINAGE
The purpose of lot grading is to provide good drainage away from buildings for the benefit of property owners. To
ensure grading complies with the engineering building grade plan, a building grade plan and site plan indicating the
lot grading is to be submitted with the Design Approval. Site plans including lot grading for Southbrook are to be
completed by the Developer’s appointed legal surveyor, Brown Okamura and Associates.
The builder and/or homeowner are responsible for ensuring compliance with the City of Lethbridge Grading Bylaw
and are responsible for obtaining certification of compliance with respect to grading.
Homes shall be set between 14” and 18” above the high side of the back of walk to ensure adequate drainage and
standard transitioning to the adjacent homes.
Retaining walls on individual lots will be the responsibility of the homeowner and/or builder. These responsibilities
include failure to adhere to the building grade plan, resulting in the need for a retaining wall. Retaining walls
constructed in high profile locations may require a suitable finish.

HIGH VISIBILITY LOTS
Certain homes within the subdivision have been identified as high visibility to due their high exposure within the
community. These homes require additional detail and are held to a higher standard with respect to the architectural
guidelines given some facades of the home, are more visible than is typical. For example:
		
		
• The exposed side elevation on corner lots
		
• The rear elevation on lots backing on to green space or major transportation corridors. These homes should 		
have roofs sloping toward the rear lot line.
The character and design features used on the front elevation of a home should be carried on to a high visibility side
or rear elevations. Whether a home has sufficient detail to address high visibility requirements is at the discretion of
the Developer and its consultant. These details could include:
		
		
• Decorative features and window types used on the front of a house should be carried to the other side of 		
the home deemed to be high visibility.
		
• Avoidance of large expanses of blank wall planes. Details such as additional windows, decorative 			
treatments, box outs, or extended roof lines are some examples of ways to add interest to high visibility 		
homes.
		
• Lower profile homes are preferred on corner lots. For example, the corner lot should not have the tallest 		
home on the block.
		
• Masonry finishes (stone or brick) must be used on homes designated as high visibility on the front elevation. 		
If no masonry is used, an equally interesting and prominent feature or element can be presented to the 		
Developer for review and approval.

GARAGE & DRIVEWAY
Front-attached garage doors are a dominant feature on the streetscape. Front-attached garages must be designed as
an integral element of the overall style of the homes. Windows and glazing panels in front attached garage doors are
encouraged.
Garage doors (front and rear) should be painted to match one of the colours used on the home.
Garages shall be adjusted to maintain a distance not greater than 20” from the top of the garage door to the under
side of the soffit above. This distance should be minimized whenever possible. If unavoidable, detailing should be
added to fill this space.

Too much blank wall

FRONT GARAGE HOMES
• Each home should have an attached double garage.
• Driveways should be a minimum of poured broom finish concrete and should be located as designated by the
Developer on the Lot Information Plan.
• Driveways that extend the full frontage of the lot will not be permitted in the interest of maintaining a landscaped
portion in keeping with the overall design concept of the community.
• Concurrent with the construction of the dwelling, an entry sidewalk from either the street or driveway shall be
constructed of poured concrete or paver stones.

REAR GARAGE / PARKING PAD
• Each home should have a rear attached or detached garage or a rear parking pad.
• Detached rear garages are to have an exterior design that matches the exterior of the home including: roof style,
exterior materials, and colours.
• Front parking pads are not permitted, unless specifically given an approval by the Developer.
• Driveways and parking pads should be poured broom finish concrete and should be located as designated by the
Developer on the Lot Information Plan.
• Concurrent with the construction of the dwelling, an entry sidewalk from the street or driveway or parking pad
should be constructed of poured concrete or paver stones
• Parking pads must be constructed to City of Lethbridge standards

MULTI FAMILY (OR MULTIPLE DWELLING PROJECTS)
Multi family projects are to be designed as an integral part of the community and should follow the same principles
and guidelines as single family dwellings.
Particular attention will be paid to larger projects to ensure they will fit in the community. All multiple dwelling projects
will require approval by the Developer and/or its consultant prior to obtaining a development permit. Key concerns
will include: building placement & massing, relationships with adjacent properties, landscaping, parking, fencing, and
screening, etc.

SECONDARY SUITES
Where a secondary suite is permitted by the City of Lethbridge, it must comply with all aspects with the City of
Lethbridge Land Use Bylaw with respect to secondary suites.
The secondary suite must have a separate access either through an entryway from the exterior of the dwelling or
through a separate entrance within a common landing inside the home.
The garage and driveway locations shall still comply with the Lot Information Plan provided by the Developer.
Dwellings with a legal secondary suite without a front garage may be permitted to add a single stall front parking pad
upon written approval by the Developer. If a front parking pad is constructed, it must not exceed 2.6 metres in width
and be constructed to the City of Lethbridge standards.

EXTERIOR FINISHES
Each home should have at least 3 colours/exterior finishes such as brick/stone accents, siding, decorative roofs, and
gable treatments. Trim (which includes window and door trim, soffits, and fascia, etc.), doors and shingle colour are
not tallied in this count.
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• The predominant colour on a home (e.g. siding colour) may not be repeated within 2 houses of each other.
• Special attention is to be given to the colour of the window trim, brick mold (where applicable), soffits, fascia, entry
doors, and overhead garage doors.
• Whether a colour is too extreme or whether there is enough contrast between lots will be within the sole discretion
of the Developer or its consultant.

False front walls are not permitted - masonry and trim details must be returned onto side elevations.
Brick, masonite siding, cultured stone, stone, vinyl or aluminum siding, or stucco are acceptable for primary finish and
trim materials.
Asphalt shingles are the permitted roofing material.
Timber details are to be finished in preserving stain
Trim and detailing materials are to address long-term maintenance – painted surfaces are to be avoided.
Other exterior finish materials will be considered on an as required basis.
Homes with more modern expressions may not require window trims providing windows suit wall space without.
Interesting detailing complementary with the Community Vision will be encouraged to promote a contemporary twist
to the community’s appearance.
Parging is to be minimized at all times. Exposed parging must not exceed 2’0” in height on the front elevation or the
side elevation of corner lots.

FENCE
All fences in the development shall be as per the Developer specifications. Please contact the Developer to obtain a
copy of the approved fence guidelines. They are summarized as follows:
		
• Wood fence – Six-foot wood fence with wood clad metal posts in concrete bases
			
- Colour – Benjamin Moore paint in “Southbrook Grey” available at Freddie’s Paints
		
• Chain link fence – Four-foot, powder coated
			
- Colour – Black
Fencing is not permitted in front yards, unless specified by the Developer.
Fencing may be provided by the Developer in certain locations at no cost to the homeowner (e.g. for a lot adjacent to
public space). These fences are placed on private property and are the responsibility of the homeowner to maintain.
Each homeowner is responsible to ensure fencing is in good order and in the case of wooden fencing, painted the
colour designated by the Developer.

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS
No accessory buildings, such as sheds, should be built in the front yard of any home.

LANDSCAPING
As described in the Community Vision, landscaping is an important indicator of the quality of a development and
should be an integral part of every home. The Developer will collect landscaping security deposits to facilitate this.
These security deposits will be returned to the homeowner once landscaping has successfully passed a Developer
inspection.
Deposit collection and program administration shall be outlined on the Southbrook Landscape Deposit/ Inspection
Form. Builders and homeowners should refer to that document for full details.
Please also refer to the Southbrook Landscaping Guidelines, an illustrated guide to assist homeowners in landscaping
their homes in accordance with the guidelines.
Detailed landscaping requirements are as follows:
		
		
• Planter / Flower Beds: a minimum of 1 planting/flower bed shall be incorporated into front yard 		
design. Placement of beds adjacent to building foundations and driveway/walkways is highly 		
recommended. Bed material may consist of soil, bark/wood chips, or decorative rock/gravel. Plants / 		
grasses and flowers native to southern Alberta as elements of design are strongly recommended.
		
• Trees: 1 tree measuring at least 5 feet (60 inches) tall shall be planted in an area not to interfere with 		
		
primary or neighboring homes. Trees shall not be planted within 1 metre of sidewalks.
		
• Shrubs: At least 7 Shrubs, bushes, and/or hedges of size measuring greater than 12 inches in diameter
		
shall be incorporated into front yard design.
		
• Lawn Grass: Area not utilized by the previous items shall be made up of lawn grass and cover at 		
		
least 50% of the total area.
		
• Landscaping should ideally incorporate variety in layout and proportions of hard surface, lawn area, 		
		
and shrub bed areas to promote diversity of landscaping amongst neighbouring homes.
		
• Where space permits, plant the area between adjacent driveways with low shrubs or groundcover.
Alternative treatments utilizing xeriscaping (maintenance free material consisting of gravel, wood chips, or artificial
turf) shall be considered on a case by case basis upon application and written approval of concept by the Developer
and/or its consultant prior to construction.
Front driveways shall not extend beyond the width of the front garage to ensure adequate landscaped area.
In addition to front yard landscaping described above, homeowners shall be responsible for the installation and
maintenance of all boulevards and side yards (if applicable) with sodded grass.
All homes shall have completed landscaping within twelve (12) months of occupancy of the dwelling.

DESIGN APPROVAL APPLICATION PROCESS
Before applying to the City of Lethbridge for a development permit, the builder / homeowner must submit the
following plans for approval by the Developer and/or its consultant for approval:
		
• House floor plans
		
• House elevation of all 4 sides showing materials, finishes, and colours
		
• Plot plan showing lot grades, door elevations, setbacks, grade of structure, house location, and driveway.
		
• Completed application form which includes materials and colour selections
The Southbrook design elements are detailed in this document and are used as a tool to evaluate house designs that
are submitted. The Developer retains the right in their sole discretion to deviate from the guidelines to maintain true to
the intent of the Architectural Vision. Whether a house complies with the guidelines shall be in the sole discretion of
the Developer and/or its consultant acting reasonably.
The Developer and/or its consultant will review the plan and recommend approval, modification, or rejection of the
application based on the plans alignment with the guidelines.
The Design Guidelines are intended to supplement the City of Lethbridge Land Use Bylaw. Requirements and
standards in the City of Lethbridge Land Use Bylaw should also be referenced and considered prior to applying for
architectural approval.
After approval, the plans may not be altered without prior approval of the Developer.
Architectural controls are administered and enforced by way of a caveat registered on the title of each home in the
subdivision. This caveat remains on title in perpetuity and is enforceable by the Developer as well as your neighbours.
Subsequent to occupying their homes, in the event that a homeowner would like to make changes to their property,
they are encouraged to refer to this document to identify if the contemplated change is accommodated for in the
guidelines and is permissible.

REQUESTS FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL
For larger projects including more than 1 home such as sole source offerings and multifamily projects such as
townhomes, builders are required to obtain preliminary approval from the Developer and receive written approval
prior to obtaining building permits for this type of project. Southbrook strongly recommends that for new home
designs or elevations not previously approved in the subdivision, that a preliminary approval be submitted in order to
avoid the unnecessary expense of revising drawings and/or client disappointment.

LIMITATIONS
These requirements may be altered, amended, or varied by the Developer or its consultant at its sole discretion
and without prior notice. The Developer retains full discretion to approve or disapprove any or all elements of a
proposed development or structure. It is strongly recommended that all homeowners or builders obtain pre-approval
for any proposed development. Homeowners and builders are advised to review this document in its entirety before
contemplating and new homes or changes to existing homes. These controls are provided above and beyond the
requirements of the City of Lethbridge's Land Use Bylaw. Conformity with these controls does not supersede the
required approval process of the City of Lethbridge.

